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IMMIGRATION (POST-EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT)

It is estimated that humans first arrived in Australia approximately 51,000 years ago[ll when ancestors of Australian
Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders arrived on the continent via the islands of Maritime Southeast Asia and New
Guinea. Contact between aboriginal Australians and south Asian people, over the last 5000 years, led to
interbreeding, and probably contributed to cultural change.’2 Europeans first landed in the 17th and 18th centuries,
and colonisation by the British commenced in 1788.

Since 1945, more than 7 million people have come to Australia as new settlers. The trigger for a large-scale migration
program was the end of World War Il. Agreements were reached with Britain, some European countries and with the
International Refugee Organization to encourage migration, including people displaced by the war in Europe.
Approximately 1.6 million migrants arrived between October 1945 and 30 June 1960, about 1.3 million in the 1960s,
about 960,000 in the 1970s, about 1.1 million in the 1980s, over 900,000 in the 1990s and over 900,000 since the
year 2000.
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The highest number of settlers to arrive in any one year since World War Il was 185,099 in 1969—-70. The lowest
number in any one year was 52,752 in 1975-76. Net overseas migration increased from 30,042 in 1992-938lto
177,600 in 2006-07.2 The largest components of immigration are the skills migration and family re-union programs.
In recent years the mandatory detention of unauthorised arrivals by boat has generated great levels of controversy.

The 2011 Census reported that over one in four of Australia's 22 million people were born overseas. The number of
settlers arriving in Australia from more than 200 countries between July 2008 and June 2009 totalled 158,021. Most
were born in New Zealand (16.2 per cent), the United Kingdom (13.6 per cent), India (10.9 per cent), China (10.0 per
cent) and South Africa (4.6 per cent).2!

Migration program outcomes have increased from 70,200 in 1999-00 to 168,685 in 2010-11.2!

The Humanitarian program for 2011-12 is set at 13,750 places. This category includes a 12 per cent target for
Woman at Risk visas. This allocation also includes Onshore Protection visas granted to people who apply for
protection in Australia and are found to be refugees.”® In 2010-11, a total of 13,799 visas were granted under the
Humanitarian Program. A total of 5,998 visas were granted under the offshore component, including 759 Woman at
Risk visas. In addition, 2,973 Special Humanitarian Program visas were granted to people outside Australia. A total of
4,828 visas were granted to people in Australia.” Australia resettles the third largest number of refugees of any
country and more refugees, per capita, than any other nation in the world. 2
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1. Smith, Debra (9 May 2007). "Out of Africa — Aboriginal origins uncovered". The Sydney Morning Herald. Retrieved 5
June 2008. "Aboriginal Australians are descended from the same small group of people who left Africa about 70,000
years ago and colonised the rest of the world, a large genetic study shows. After arriving in Australia and New Guinea
about 50,000 years ago, the settlers evolved in relative isolation, developing unique genetic characteristics and
technology."
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